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This Tender Land: A Novel 
1932, Minnesota—the Lincoln School is a pitiless place where hundreds of 
Native American children, forcibly separated from their parents, are sent 
to be educated. It is also home to an orphan named Odie O’Banion, a lively 
boy whose exploits earn him the superintendent’s wrath. Forced to flee, 
he and his brother Albert, their best friend Mose, and a brokenhearted 
little girl named Emmy steal away in a canoe, heading for the mighty 
Mississippi and a place to call their own.  Over the course of one 
unforgettable summer, these four orphans will journey into the unknown 
and cross paths with others who are adrift, from struggling farmers and 
traveling faith healers to displaced families and lost souls of all kinds. With 
the feel of a modern classic, This Tender Land is an enthralling, big-
hearted epic that shows how the magnificent American landscape 
connects us all, haunts our dreams and makes us whole. 

William Kent 
Krueger 

 
464 pages 

September 3, 
2019 

September 
28, 2023 

Lynne 
Roney 

The Bluest Eyes 
Pecola Breedlove—an 11-year-old Black girl in an America whose love for 
its blond, blue-eyed children can devastate all others—prays for her eyes 
to turn blue: so that she will be beautiful, so that people will look at her, 
so that her world will be different. This is the story of the nightmare at the 
heart of her yearning, and the tragedy of its fulfillment. 

Toni Morrison 
 

215 pages 
December 28, 

1993 

October 
26, 2023 

Betty 
Takahashi 

Sold 
The powerful, poignant, bestselling National Book Award Finalist gives 
voice to a young girl robbed of her childhood yet determined to find the 
strength to triumph.  Lakshmi is a thirteen-year-old girl who lives with her 
family in a small hut on a mountain in Nepal. Though she is desperately 
poor, her life is full of simple pleasures, like playing hopscotch with her 
best friend from school, and having her mother brush her hair by the light 
of an oil lamp. But when the harsh Himalayan monsoons wash away all 
that remains of the family's crops, Lakshmi's stepfather says she must 
leave home and take a job to support her family.  He introduces her to a 
glamorous stranger who tells her she will find her a job as a maid in the 
city. Glad to be able to help, Lakshmi journeys to India and arrives at 
"Happiness House" full of hope. But she soon learns the unthinkable truth: 
she has been sold into prostitution.  An old woman named Mumtaz rules 
the brothel with cruelty and cunning. She tells Lakshmi that she is trapped 
there until she can pay off her family's debt-then cheats Lakshmi of her 
meager earnings so that she can never leave.  Lakshmi's life becomes a 
nightmare from which she cannot escape. Still, she lives by her mother's 
words-Simply to endure is to triumph-and gradually, she forms friendships 
with the other girls that enable her to survive in this terrifying new world. 
Then the day comes when she must make a decision-will she risk 
everything for a chance to reclaim her life? 

Patricia 
McCormick 

 
263 pages 

April 1, 2008 

January 25, 
2024 
Patty 

Murray 

Gender Queer: A Memoir 
In 2014, Maia Kobabe, who uses e/em/eir pronouns, thought that a comic 
of reading statistics would be the last autobiographical comic e would ever 

Maia Kobabe 
 

February 
22, 2024 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85338959790?pwd=NFNKS01FMXh6bXpiaXh0ci80VC9rUT09


write. At the time, it was the only thing e felt comfortable with strangers 
knowing about em. Now, Gender Queer is here. Maia's intensely cathartic 
autobiography charts eir journey of self-identity, which includes the 
mortification and confusion of adolescent crushes, grappling with how to 
come out to family and society, bonding with friends over erotic gay 
fanfiction, and facing the trauma and fundamental violation of pap 
smears.  Started as a way to explain to eir family what it means to be 
nonbinary and asexual, Gender Queer is more than a personal story: it is a 
useful and touching guide on gender identity--what it means and how to 
think about it--for advocates, friends, and humans everywhere. 

240 pages 
May 28, 2019 

Nancy 
Hutchins 

The Personal Librarian 
(Story of Belle da Costa       Green 1905-1945) 
In her twenties, Belle da Costa Greene is hired by J. P. Morgan to curate a 
collection of rare manuscripts, books, and artwork for his newly built 
Pierpont Morgan Library. Belle becomes a fixture in New York City society 
and one of the most powerful people in the art and book world, known for 
her impeccable taste and shrewd negotiating for critical works as she 
helps create a world-class collection.  But Belle has a secret, one she must 
protect at all costs. She was born not Belle da Costa Greene but Belle 
Marion Greener. She is the daughter of Richard Greener, the first Black 
graduate of Harvard and a well-known advocate for equality. Belle’s 
complexion isn’t dark because of her alleged Portuguese heritage that lets 
her pass as white—her complexion is dark because she is African 
American. 

Marie 
Benedict 

and 
Victoria 

Christoph 
 

352 pages 
June 29, 2021 

March 28, 
2024 

Kay Meyer 

Crow Mary 
In 1872, sixteen-year-old Goes First, a Crow Native woman, marries Abe 
Farwell, a white fur trader. He gives her the name Mary, and they set off 
on the long trip to his trading post in Saskatchewan, Canada. Along the 
way, she finds a fast friend in a Métis named Jeannie; makes a lifelong 
enemy in a wolfer named Stiller; and despite learning a dark secret of 
Farwell’s past, falls in love with her husband.  The winter trading season 
passes peacefully. Then, on the eve of their return to Montana, a group of 
drunken whiskey traders slaughters forty Nakota—despite Farwell’s 
efforts to stop them. Mary, hiding from the hail of bullets, sees the 
murderers, including Stiller, take five Nakota women back to their fort. 
She begs Farwell to save them, and when he refuses, Mary takes two 
guns, creeps into the fort, and saves the women from certain death. Thus, 
she sets off a whirlwind of colliding cultures that brings out the worst and 
best in the cast of unforgettable characters and pushes the love between 
Farwell and Crow Mary to the breaking point. 

Kathleen 
Grissom 

 
368 pages 

June 6, 2023 

April 25, 
2024 

Teri Brecht 

Lessons in Chemistry 
Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott 
would be the first to point out that there is no such thing as an average 
woman. But it’s the early 1960s and her all-male team at Hastings 
Research Institute takes a very unscientific view of equality. Except for 
one: Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant, Nobel–prize nominated grudge-
holder who falls in love with—of all things—her mind. True chemistry 
results.  But like science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years 
later Elizabeth Zott finds herself not only a single mother, but the 
reluctant star of America’s most beloved cooking show Supper at Six. 
Elizabeth’s unusual approach to cooking (“combine one tablespoon acetic 
acid with a pinch of sodium chloride”) proves revolutionary. But as her 
following grows, not everyone is happy. Because as it turns out, Elizabeth 
Zott isn’t just teaching women to cook. She’s daring them to change the 
status quo. 

Bonnie 
Garmus 

 
400 pages 

April 5, 2022 

May 23, 
2024 

 

 


