
AWARDEES!

2024

THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCE - ST.  LOUIS SCIENCE FAIR
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN—

BALLWIN-CHESTERFIELD BRANCH

Inspiring the Next Generation—encouraging a Burgeoning Scientist,
sparking an Emerging Inventor, championing a Young Environmentalist!

Dear Marcia,

We want to express our heartfelt gratitude for the special awards totaling $200 that were presented to
students at the 2024 Academy of Science - St. Louis Science Fair. The generous support from the
American Association of University Women— Ballwin-Chesterfield Branch acknowledges the science
fair students' hard work and provides them with invaluable encouragement to pursue their ambitions. 

Your scholarships have helped many families to open their very first college savings accounts, making
college or trade school a possibility for them! We are truly thankful for your investment in the education
and future of St. Louis science fair students. 

Science is for everyone, and we appreciate your commitment to working together to make it accessible for
all in our community. 

I've attached images of the projects and a thank you note from one of the awardees. Please don't
hesitate to reach out if you have any questions. Thank you once again for your ongoing support!

With gratitude, 

Ashley Newport
Academy of Science - St. Louis
Special Awards Coordinator

The Academy of Science - St. Louis is a U.S. tax-exempt 501 (c) (3) organization. Consistent with IRS guidelines, 
The Academy of Science - St. Louis affirms that goods or services of only insignificant value have been provided to you. 

Your contribution was received on 03/29/2024.



Analysis of genetic co-occurrence network across sequenced microbes to discover potential
cooperative microbes in plastic degradation
Celina Zhou
Ladue Horton Watkins High - Ladue School District
Grade 10
$100 MOST 529

American Association of  University Women— 
Ballwin-Chesterfield Branch Award



Forever Chemicals: PFAS and Their Effect on Aquatic Organisms
Madeline Brand
St. Joseph’s Academy
Grade 11
$100 MOST 529

American Association of  University Women— 
Ballwin-Chesterfield Branch Award



“Hello! My name is Celina, and I'm a rising junior at Ladue Horton Watkins High
School, which is pretty known for its STEM department. I'm fortunate enough to be in
an environment, at Ladue and with two PHD scientists for parents, where, despite the
gender disparity that still exists in STEM, I've had a lot of support for my interests and

I've also seen support for other girls in STEM grow around me — something which,
no doubt, is furthered by foundations like this one which can provide concrete

support. This project was mostly inspired by my desire to work towards practical
progress in climate change, as well as the synthesis of my two interests in biology

and computer science. I didn't really expect to come so far, and I felt a little
unprepared compared to everyone else at the fair, but I found the experience itself

incredibly fulfilling — I haven't done a science fair since elementary school.
I'm incredibly grateful for the experience, which couldn't have existed without you.

So, thank you so much for supporting the St. Louis Science Fair, and for the award! :)”

Cheers,
- Celina Z., Grade 10

“Thank you so much for the recognition for my research involving the chemical
PFAS and its effect on aquatic organisms. I got interested in the topic because a

teacher of mine guided me over the summer to do research with water pollution.
What drew my attention to PFAS water pollution was that the side effects hindered
human hormones which can lead to breast cancer, testicular cancer, and pregnancy

complications. That summer my mom was also diagnosed with a hormone driven
breast cancer and that connected my interests to PFAS. This award means so much
to me because my research project, while at a high school level, felt like my passion

project and I loved my experience. This project changed the course of my future
because it encouraged me to pursue a research path in college. I want to go into

pre-med with an emphasis in changing the world not only through patient
interaction but also with research. Thank you for the award and it means a lot to me

as it has helped inspire my future and has encouraged me that I can do good
research work in college.”

- Madeline B., Grade 11

Thank yous!


